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1. Overall Description:
SA2 thanks CT1 for the question related to UE behaviour for SUCER feature when network is congested.

SA2 discussed the questions and provides the following responses for the two questions:

Question:
From SA2’s point of view, what is the suggested UE behaviour:

a) when the UE’s request to activate the Unavailability Period is rejected with cause value #22, congestion; and
b) when, upon upper layers request to activate Unavailability Period, a backoff timer (e.g. T3346) is running in the UE. 

SA2 answers: 
- The unavailability period is mainly for CN to apply HLCOM functionalities for MT communication and optionally influencing the Periodic Registration Update timer. 
- If the network is congested, the awareness of the Unavailability Period at the UE side is not so critical from network point of view (assuming the unavailability period for SUECR use case is relatively short). 
- The UE can continue with the activities caused the unavailability without sending the Unavailability and follows the handling of congestion (e.g. stores the backoff time if it’s provided together with cause value #22).
- If there is backoff timer is set or received by the UE and the unavailability period is not longer than the backoff timer, the UE can continue with the activities caused the unavailability without sending the Unavailability period. The UE follows the backoff timer handling as specified. 
- For the case of long unavailability period, the UE can still send the unavailability information to network even if there is backoff timer (e.g. in case of discontinuous coverage for satellite access as specified in clause 5.4.13.1 of TS 23.501). 

2. Actions:
To RAN2
ACTION: 	SA2 kindly asks CT1 to take above inputs into consideration and synch further with SA2 for alignment, if such synch is needed. 

3. Date of Next SA2 Meeting:
SA2#159   			October     09 - 13, 2023 				Xiamen, CN
SA2#160   			November 13 - 17, 2023 				Chicago, US

